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Abstract  
Nigeria as a nation is made up of over 250 ethnic groups and over 500 
languages, of peoples with varied cultures. Each group claims superiority of 
her culture and almost would like everyone to imbibe the culture. This 
breeds problems which range from lack of respect to loss of lives and 
properties. Thus, peace, human security, development etc. are threatened. 
Therefore, this study examined the importance of moral education as a tool 
to achieve peaceful co-existence and maintain sustainable peace in Nigeria. 

 
 The British came to Nigeria and carried out trading and missionary activities which brought 
western education to the nation. Education is defined as the process by which individuals gain 
knowledge, learn attitudes and values so as to be operational as members of the society (Odedele and 
Egotanwa, 2006). They maintained that education is grouped into two: 
1. Formal education, that is education received at school under the guidance of teachers. 
2. Informal education, that is education received outside the school setting like churches, homes 

and so on. Ajaegbo (2000), perceived education as a discipline and its objective is to inculcate 
in an individual the right attitudes, values, habits, norms, abilities, skills and competencies, all 
of which help to make the individual a good, functional and useful citizen and prepares him to 
play an effective role in the growth and development of a society. 
 

Nigeria has been experiencing tremendous conflicts and human insecurity which hinders 
peaceful co-existence and sustainable peace towards her development. The question is: has education 
failed to achieve its’ objectives? Perhaps a branch of education known as “Moral Education” is 
needed to be emphasized and inculcated in individuals at different levels of educational institutions. 

 
Moral Education is seen as whatever schools do to influence how students think, feel and act, 

regarding issues of right and wrong. (Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development 
(ASCD), 1988). Education Encyclopedia (2010), emphasized that moral education is concerned with 
developing moral virtues such as honesty, responsibility and respect for others in children. It also 
refers to helping children acquire moral virtues or moral habits that will help them individually live 
good lives and at the same time become productive, contributing members of their communities. In 
this view, moral education should contribute not only to the student as individual but also to the social 
cohesion of a community. This implies that with the inculcation of moral education in individuals’ 
lives, peaceful co-existence and sustainable peace can be achieved. 

 
Peaceful co-existence is defined as absence of war and deliberate avoidance of violence 

(Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, (2000). Encyclopedia Wikipedia (2010), stressed that 
it is a theory developed and applied by the soviet union at various points during the cold war to enable 
the communist states to peacefully co-exist with the capitalist bloc. Furthermore, China promoted five 
principles of peaceful co-existence:   
1. Mutual respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity. 
2. Mutual non-aggression. 
3. Non-interference in each others’ internal affairs.  
4. Equality and mutual benefit. 
5. Peaceful co-existence.  
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This implies that peaceful co-existence is harmonious living among individuals and when 
individuals peacefully co-exist, sustainable peace must be achieved. 

 
 Sustainable peace simply means a long lasting peace. As cited in Enu and Ugwu (2011), 
Checkel (1997), and Contech- Morgan (2005), jointly advanced that sustained peace occurs when one 
understands the true nature of things in the society-class, gender, ethnic equality and so on. Also that 
national peace can only be promoted and guaranteed if the constituent states experience domestic 
peace built on secured communities. 
 
 Enu and Ugwu (2011), maintained that peace building means building a society in which 
positive peace is secured; peace without structural violence such as poverty, and discrimination or a 
society which guarantees human security. It is a society in which individual human rights and social 
justice are respected. In order words, it is all about how to transform a conflicting society 
characterized with conflict, terrorism, violence, civil strife into a peaceful society in which human 
beings can live freely, they concluded. 
 
 Nigeria was amalgamated as a nation on 1st January, 1914 by Sir Lord Frederick Luggard. 
Many languages, cultures, religious groups and different political entities were brought together under 
one political leadership. People who neither knew nor understood the language of each other. Thus 
Nigeria is referred to multilingual country having English language as the “Lingua Franca”.  
 

Nigeria was then ruled by European Governor generals like Sir, Frederick Lord Luggard, Sir 
Hugh Clifford, Sir Graeme Thompson, Sir Donald Cameron, Sir Bernard Burdillion, Sir Author 
Richard, Sir John Macpherson and Sir James Robertson who represented the Queen until 1st October 
1960 when she got her independence through the efforts of independent heroes: Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe, 
Obafemi Awolowo, Alhaji Ahmadu Bello and so on. Then Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe became the Governor 
General and Tafawa Belawa was the prime minister and ruled under the instructions and authorities of 
the Queen (Queen Elizabeth II).  

 
 On 1st October 1963, Nigeria became a republic which implied that the government of the 
queen has ceased its operations in Nigeria. Also Nigeria is governed by a president and likewise 
became a federation. Since then, indigenous leaders from notable ethnic groups have been ruling 
Nigeria. Thus constant struggles existed between these ethnic groups in the process of elections and 
even after elections.  

These struggles most times caused religious wars, loss of lives and properties, kidnapping, 
treason, bombing, corruption of all kinds and so on. Consequently the nation is robbed of peace and 
security. 

 
 A glance at past leaders of Nigeria will show that the military, who were meant for territorial 
and human defence, forcefully became the head of state in 1966 and through their actions there was an 
outbreak of civil war in 1967 which lasted till 1970. Their leadership continued after the war till 1979 
when they handed power over to the civilian government. The civilian regime was full of crisis and 
tribal discrimination which made the military government to forcefully take over the leadership in 
1983. Consequently the military ruled Nigeria for 16 years (1983-1999). 
 

Following the election of 1999, a civilian government was handed over power on 29th May, 
1999. However, the leadership of civilian government continued till date. Remarkably after the April, 
2011 elections more crisis as never before erupted which had claimed many lives and properties, 
caused cold wars, human insecurity and so on. Therefore this paper examined the need for moral 
education, how it can be used as a tool to achieve peaceful co-existence, and maintain sustainable 
peace in Nigeria.         
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What is Moral Education? 
 The word Moral comes from a Latin root (mos, moris) and means the code or customs of a 
people, the social glue that defines how individuals should live together (Education Encyclopedia, 
2010). As cited by Peter (1966), in Anuka (2009), Moral Education is aimed at promoting in the 
individual a desire to gain the greatest possible knowledge and understanding of whatever kind that 
will help him make autonomous choices that are based on concrete and informed thinking about the 
issues involved.   

He further said that the process of indoctrinating the individual into the blind acceptance of a 
particular social or political system discourages and prevents him from questioning the validity of this 
system. Stressing further, he maintained that moral education is concerned with developing in pupils a 
sense of moral responsibility and a belief that moral behavior is worthwhile; equipping pupils with 
necessary skills as to put their moral decisions into practice, helping pupils understand the feelings of 
others and apply control over their emotions, he concluded. 
 
 Nord and Haynes (1995), opined that moral education is an umbrella term for two quite 
different tasks and approaches: moral which means socialization or training is concerned with the task 
of nurturing in children those virtues and values that make them good people. The second task of 
Moral Education is to provide students with the intellectual resources that will enable them to make 
informed and responsible judgments about difficult matters of moral importance. Kiss and Euben 
(2010), stated that one task for moral education is to articulate and scrutinize the moral ends of our 
shared enterprise. In addition it is also concerned with truth seeking, willingness to think deeply about 
alternative positions and arguments, to be swayed by evidence and argument, to acknowledge our 
intellectual debts to others, and to judge others on the quality of their works and not their family 
background, skin color or political affiliation, he concluded. ASCD (1988), highlighted that to be 
moral means to value morality and take moral obligation seriously, to be able to judge what is right 
and also to care deeply about doing it, to possess the will, competence and habits needed to translate 
moral judgment and feeling into effective moral action. 
 

In conclusion, moral education tells us that good must be done and evil avoided. Thus the 
slogan “know the Good”, “Love the Good” and “Do the Good”, will only help Nigerians to peacefully 
coexist and maintain sustainable peace. 

 
Characteristics of a Morally Matured Individual 
1. The Morally Matured Person Habitually: Respects Human Dignity which Includes  
a. showing regard for the worth and rights of all persons. 
b. avoiding deception and dishonesty 
c. promoting human equality 
d. respecting freedom of conscience  
e. working with people of different views and  
f. refraining from prejudiced actions. 
 
2. Cares About the Welfareof Others which Includes  
a. recognizing interdependence among people  
b. caring for one’s country 
c. seeking social justice 
d. taking pleasure in helping others  
e. Working to help others reach moral maturity 
 
3. Integrates Individual Interests and Social Responsibilities which Include: 
a. becoming involved in community life. 
b. doing a fair share of community work  
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c. displaying self regarding other moral virtues- self control, diligence, fairness, kindness, honesty, 

civility- in everyday life. 
d. fulfilling commitment 
e. developing self-esteem through relationship with others. 
 
4. Demonstrates Integrity which Includes: 
a. Practicing diligence. 
b. taking stands for moral principles 
c. displaying moral courage 
d. knowing when to compromise and when to confront  
e. accepting  responsibility for one’s choices. 
 
5. Reflects on Moral Choices Which Include: 
a. recognizing the moral issues involved in situations 
b. applying moral principles (such as the golden rule) when making moral judgments 
c. thinking about the consequences of decisions  
d. seeking to be informed about important moral issues in society and the world. 
6. Seeks peaceful resolution  of conflict which include: 
a. striving for the fair resolution of personal and social conflict. 
b. avoiding physical and verbal aggression  
c. listening carefully to others  
d. encouraging others to communicate  
e. working for peace. 

 
In summary, the morally mature person understands moral principles and accepts responsibility 
for applying them. 

NB: Adapted from Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCSD) Panel on 
Moral Education 1988. 

 
Nord and Haynes 1995 Theoretical Assumptions on Moral Education  
 Nord and Haynes (1995), highlighted their assumptions on the theory of moral education as 
follows: 
1. For any society to exist, its members (students, teachers, and administrators) must share a 

number of moral virtues: they must be honest, responsible and respectful of one another’s well 
being. Schools have the vital role of nurturing these consensus virtues and values in 
children/individuals. 

2. If we are to live together peacefully in a pluralistic society, we must also nurture those civic 
virtues and values that are part of our constitutional tradition: we must acknowledge 
responsibility for protecting one another’s rights; we must debate our differences in a civil 
manner and we must keep informed. Schools must nurture good citizenship. 

3. When there are disagreements about important moral and civic issues, students must learn about 
the alternatives, teachers and schools should not take official positions on where the truth lies. 
Schools should allow people to nurture an informed and reflective understanding of the 
conflicts. 

4. The shape of moral education should depend on the level of maturity of students: nursery, 
primary, secondary and tertiary level of education considered. 

5. Moral education should be integrated into the school curriculum as a whole. 
 

The Need for Moral Education in Nigeria 
 When a new child is born, he is born with little or no concepts. He later begins to acquire 
most of his concepts and social behaviour from his micro and macro environments. Morality is surely  

Adachukwu Nneamaka Mbaegbu and Rose Nwakego Umezinwa 
 



5 

 

 
acquired in this manner and moral behaviours cannot divulge itself from the environment of 
acquisition. 
 In today’s Nigeria, parents have neglected their duties of child training and upbringing, 
children are trained to be many things. Parents want their children to attain great heights where they 
would be respected, fend for themselves and gain material security. They are sent to school to become 
responsible citizens and later contribute to the growth and development of the society. But instead, 
what we reap from these schools are all sorts of delinquent acts such as truancy, fighting and 
quarrelling, serious lying, stealing, school drop-outs, armed robbery, riots, wanton destruction of 
public properties and lives, arson, promiscuity, abortion, examination malpractice, drug abuse and so 
on. A day does not pass without some negative and immoral behaviours of our students being reported 
both in the electronic and print media. 
 
 In a situation where immorality has become the order of the day, there is therefore an urgent 
need for the introduction of formal moral education program at all levels of our education systems 
namely nursery, primary, secondary and tertiary institutions and also include it as one of the regular 
courses. It is easier to mould the children’s character when they are tender than when they are fully 
grown. 
 At infancy, the child’s mind is still vacant, what John lock called tabula rasa. It is at this stage 
that good values are instilled in the child, and attitudes formed at this early age are often difficult to 
eradicate at adulthood. Childhood is a very delicate period which forms the basis on which the total 
personality of an individual is later built in life. Childhood is like the foundation of a house. Much of 
what a person becomes in future therefore depends largely on how his childhood is formed. Every 
child undergoes a process of learning and socialization till adulthood. During the process, he acquires 
and learns a lot of values, attitudes, norms, beliefs, facts, language, technical skills and so on. He then 
grows up with these and as a result, he makes his contributions to the society based on these previous 
learning. If a child has been helped to lay a sound and solid moral foundation, he will later be an asset 
to himself, his parents and the society. 
 
 Moreover, appreciating the differences in a pluralistic society like Nigeria is fundamental to 
the success of democracy. Therefore moral education is needed to help inculcate in individuals 
tolerance, cordial relationship, and good moral ground that will help us live together and peaceably. 
 Moral Education is not only inevitable in schools, it is essential. Human beings vary 
tremendously and are enormously adaptable, and individual’s broad potential requires that they teach 
the best of the inherited culture. Therefore a common morality should be developed while a society’s 
future citizens are still children-before misdirected development leads them to harm themselves or 
others. 
 In conclusion, the teacher of moral education at the nursery, primary, secondary and tertiary 
levels of education should be aware of the enormous responsibility in the building of both the 
individual and the nation in the path of moral rectitude that will bring peaceful co-existence and 
sustainable peace. 
 
Agents of Moral Education 
 Moral Education is the joint achievement of three major agencies: 
a. The Home 
b. The School  
c. The Community 

 
The Home 
 The home is the immediate environment in which the infant learns how to behave, what to do 
and what not to do. He begins to know what is expected of him, and what he expects from people and 
things around him. Most of his moral conduct at this period is learned through imitative behaviours of  
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his parents and other members of the family. He learns to distinguish between the acceptable and 
unacceptable behaviors through his parents approval and non approval. The implications of a home as 
an agent of moral education is that the parents, siblings, and other members of the family should be 
mindful of what they do in the presence of the children, because they intend to imitate whatever they 
observe others do. 
 
The School 
 Nord and Haynes (1995), stated that schools have moral ethos embodied in rules, rewards and 
punishments, dress codes, honour codes, student government, relationships, styles of teaching, 
extracurricular emphases, art and the kinds of respect accorded students and teachers. Schools convey 
to children what is expected of them, what is normal, what is right and wrong. It is often claimed that 
values are caught rather than taught; through their ethos, school socialize children into patterns of 
moral behavior. 
 
 In addition the School is the second most important agent of moral education. In the school, 
the powerful influence of child’s moral education are the teachers, and the peer groups. Just as the 
child learns much of his moral education in the home through the imitative behaviours of the parents, 
so also does he depend on the imitative behaviours of the teachers and those of his peers in the school 
environment: The teacher therefore, depends largely on good example in inculcating moral education 
in the child than by mere teaching and instruction.  
 

First, the school environment which is a social organization must reflect those values and 
practices which are associated with the democratic ways of life. Secondly, it’s organizational climate 
must promote discipline. Such a climate involves among other things: opening the lines of 
communication between the headmaster and members of the staff on one hand, and between the 
teachers and the children on the other. Thus good example is the watch word in any meaningful moral 
education of the young. The teacher should use corporal punishment as a means of instilling 
discipline. To develop a concept of honesty, it is not sufficient for a teacher to talk about it only, the 
child should be exposed to situation in which honesty is practiced, and seen in action. From specific 
example the abstract idea of honesty may be built up. It is not what the teacher says that matters, it is 
what he does, one who is frequently late to school or is obviously neglectful of his duties, cannot train 
others to be punctual and duty conscious. 
 
The Community 
 The community is the third force in the agent of moral education of the child. Here the 
influence of the extended members of the family, the elders, and the peer groups are largely 
responsible for the child’s moral upbringing. Again like in the home and school, the child depends on 
what he learns, what he observes and what he sees from the immediate members of the community as 
the guiding principle of his daily life behaviour. 
 

As cited in Anuka (2009), Nduka (1983), also emphasized that both the home, the school, the 
church, the mosque, the various youth and adult organizations, government secretariats, hospital 
wards, the mass media should all be involved in this teaching program. This is because whatever the 
child learns in school will be reinforced by his social environment. The adults who teach the youths 
would themselves know that one of the most effective ways to learn a given material is to teach the 
material to others. 
 
Methods/Approaches of Moral Education in Nigeria 

As cited in Anuka (2009), Durajaiye (1976), indicated that Nigerian children learn moral 
values through punishment, reward, unconscious imitation, and constructive reflective thinking. 
Undesirable behaviour of the child is punished by adults and socially acceptable behaviour is  
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rewarded. According to him much moral behaviour is learnt through unconscious imitation of 
behaviour of parents, teachers, and other adults around the child. He emphasized that their mere 
knowledge of right and wrong is not enough for the mature moral judgment, and that many 
delinquents and criminals know what is right and wrong, and even know the law, and the punishment 
for wrong behaviour. What they may not have acquired is the ability to engage in constructive 
thinking about moral behaviour. 

 
 Every child should be encouraged to acquire the following types of moral values: honesty; 
respect for the property of others, respect for truth, regard for other peoples feelings,’ respect for life, 
tolerance, sexual control, discipline of the body and mind, contentment of ones condition in life, 
kindness etc. To inculcate these values into the Nigerian child is the responsibility of everyone that is 
in a position to do so. 
 Anuka (2009), citing Nduka (1983), emphasized that the magnitude of moral education is 
such that no stone should be left unturned. In doing this the following techniques can be adopted: 
1. Teaching by Example: Children learn a lot of their moral behaviours through imitation. 
2. Teaching by Discussion: That is discussing current moral issues with children in the simple 

language they will understand. 
3. Lecture method could be employed to provide inspiration and cognitive knowledge to children. 
4. A system of reward, not punishment could be designed to promote acceptable moral standards. 
5. Role playing may be used with both children and adults.  
6. Methods of enquiry and elucidation can be effectively used. 
7. Moral education is step by step. Therefore its program should suit the level of moral 

development of school children. 
8. Teachers and adults should not resort to threats of punishment in order to change the reasoning 

of children. They should rather be helped to realize the inadequacies of their reasoning and this 
would lead them to experience genuine moral conflicts. 

9. The most important thing in the moral education of the young is the emotional ties between 
child and parents, the teacher-pupil relationship, and the impact of reward and punishment. 

10. Eliminate habits of laziness and sloppiness and acquire habits of self control and diligence. 
11. Students should memorize a list of values and the definition of each. Student’s simple 

memorization of definitions seems to be equated with development of the capacity for making 
moral decisions. 

12. Strict and uniform compliance with specific rules of conduct (i.e. walking in lines, arms at one’s 
side), or forms of address (“yes sir” “no ma” etc) or other procedures deemed to promote order 
or respect of adults. 

 
Conclusion  
 Moral education, does not only involve knowing what is wrong or right, it extends to doing 
the right thing, anywhere and any time. To ensure that individuals peacefully co-exist and peace is 
highly maintained, a pluralistic nation like Nigeria need such education for social cohesion which will 
promote peace and development. When everybody does what is right, peace, justice, progress and 
development becomes the climax/hallmark. 
 
Recommendations 

Based on this study, to achieve peaceful co-existence and sustainable peace in Nigeria, the 
following recommendations were made: 
1. Moral Education should be made a powerful unifying and energizing force in the school 

curriculum at all levels of education. 
2. Educators should form partnerships with parents, the mass media, the business community, the 

courts to create a social and cultural context that supports the school’s efforts to develop 
morally mature citizens. 
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3.  
4. Schools and school systems should make sure that their moral education efforts extend beyond 

the cognitive domain to include the affective and the behavioral (psychomotor). Moral 
education must go beyond simply knowing what is good; it must also involve prizing what is 
good and doing what is good. 

5. Educators should continually examine the institutional features of school life to ensure that 
climate and instructional practice contribute to the same moral growth. 

6. Educators should regularly assess the moral climate of schools and the conduct of students and 
communicate the results of these assessments to their communities. 

7. Schools should establish and convey clear expectations for teachers and administrators 
regarding their roles as moral educators to be included as a regular and important part of their 
evaluation. 

8. Teacher Educators, both pre-service and in-service, should give major attention to moral 
education to ensure that teachers have the necessary knowledge, attitudes and skills to fulfill 
their moral education responsibilities.   
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